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In an editorial in the Washington Post, Mark Theisen compared the availability of abortions in the United States to other countries.

The United States is one of just seven out of 198 countries that allow elective abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy. Two of the others are China and North Korea. By contrast, 39 out of 42 of European nations—including France and Germany—bar elective abortions at 15 weeks or less (though with broader exceptions than typically seen in the United States). Not one permits them through all nine months of pregnancy. (Theisen)

In the US, abortions are available in some states up to 24 weeks of pregnancy (6 months) and after that for medical reasons (e.g., to save the life of the mother). (“How Far”)

The Catholic Church permits abortions to save the life of the mother. But the thought that, in the first 6 months, we approve, for the sake of our own convenience, of dismembering a human being in the womb, then sucking out the parts, is distressing. The gospel is about caring for the least and the inconvenient, not disposing of them.

ABORTION AND TWINNING

One question I’ve always had in relation to abortion is the process of twinning. Identical twins occur when one sperm fertilizes one egg, and the zygote divides into two embryos (which happens within 8 days after fertilization). (“You Are”)

(By the way: “The odds of having identical twins are about 3.5 in 1000. . . . the chances of having twins after fertility-enhancing treatment [may be] as high as 1 in 38.” Ibid.)

The Catholic Church teaches that the soul of a person is created by God at conception. But if a zygote splits some time in the first 9 days, does the soul split? Surely not: then you would have not just identical twins but the identical same person. But if the soul does not split as the cells become separate individuals, then does the soul created by God at conception continue in one twin, while the other receives a new soul?

DATING PREGNANCY

By the way: doctors have a curious way of measuring pregnancy: “Doctors date pregnancy from the first day of the last menstrual period. The first two weeks of pregnancy are counted as the time prior to ovulation.” (“Embryo vs. Fetus: Differences Between Stages Week by Week.” Medicinenet.com) So apparently:

first 2 weeks of pregnancy:	you’re not really pregnant
zygote (single fertilized cell):	3rd week of pregnancy
morula (solid ball of cells):	3rd week of pregnancy (3-4 days after fertilization)
blastocyst (hollow ball of cells):	4th week of pregnancy (5-6 days after fertilization)
embryo:	5th week of pregnancy (10-12 days after fertilization)
fetus:	11-36 weeks of pregnancy

