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1. introduction
a. Only Matthew and Luke have infancy narratives. (Mark never even mentions Joseph.)
b. Some events that would have been public (e.g., census under Augustus, star, slaughter of the innocents), nevertheless left no historical record outside the gospels.

2. Mary and Joseph’s home
a. In Matthew, Mary and Joseph’s home is in Bethlehem. In Luke, it is in Nazareth.
b. Matt 2:1, 11, “Jesus was born in Bethlehem . . . 11 On entering the house, they [three wise men] saw the child with Mary his mother . . .”
c. Luke 2:7, 39b, Mary “laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. . . . 39b they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.”
(No room in the inn implies that Mary and Joseph had no home in Bethlehem.)

3. Augustus’ census (Luke 2:1-3)
a. Luk 1:5, 2:1-3, “In the days of King Herod of Judea, . . . 2:1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered.”
b. Augustus never decreed a single census of the whole Empire.
c. Roman censuses did not require returning to ancestral sites (unless you had property there).
d. Herod died in 4 BC, whereas Quirinius became governor of Syria in AD 6-7.
e. Quirinius “conducted the first Roman census of Judea in AD 6-7 . . . not of Galilee as Luke assumes.” (ACC 17)

4. revolts of Judas the Galilean and of Theudas
a. Luke says “the revolt of Judas the Galilean (provoked by the census of Quirinius) [was] after the revolt of Theudas . . .” (ACC 17)
1) Acts 5:36-37, “For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him were scattered.”
b. But Judas’s revolt was c. AD 6, whereas Theudas’ revolt was c. 44-46.

5. flight into Egypt vs. presentation
a. After Jesus’ birth, the family fled to Egypt (Matt 2:13-18).
b. Or: it had a peaceful presentation in the temple (Luke 2:22-40).

6. presentation in the temple (Luke 2:22-39)
a. Luke confuses purification (of a mother after childbirth) and presentation (of a first male child to the Lord).
1) Luke 2:22, “When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord . . .”
2) Also, Luke confuses the offering at a purification with the offering at a presentation.
a) In a presentation, parents paid five shekels to buy the child back (Num 18:16; cf. Exod 13:2, 12).
b) In a purification, a mother offered two young pigeons or doves (Lev 12:1-8).
c) Luke thinks birds are for a presentation (“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,” 2:24).
3) Luke never mentions purification after 2:22-24. Luke 2:25-39 are entirely a presentation.
b. Luke thinks both parents need purification.
1) Luke 2:22, “When the time came for their purification . . .”
c. Luke thinks presentations had to be in Jerusalem.
1) Luke 2:22, “according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.”

7. finding Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:41-50)
a. The story of finding Jesus in the temple is independent of what precedes it.
b. Luke 1:34-35 say that Joseph was not Jesus’ father. But Luke 2:41, 43 include Joseph among Jesus’ “parents,” and in 2:48 Mary calls him the father of Jesus.
c. If Jesus’ Sonship was revealed at birth (2:11, 16-17), why does Mary reproach Jesus when she finds him in the temple?
1) Luke 2:11, (angel to shepherds) “to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
2) Luke 2:16-17, the shepherds “found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child . . .”
3) Luke 2:48, “Child, why have you treated us like this?”
d. If Jesus’ Sonship was revealed at birth (2:11, 16-17), why would Mary and Joseph not understand Jesus’ reference to God as his Father (2:49-50)?
1) Luke 2:49-50, “He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them.”

8. conclusion
a. “There is no way to know precisely how historical the Infancy Narratives are . . .” (CCA 9)
b. “There is no way to know . . . where Matthew and Luke got them.” (CCA 9)

9. Vatican II on inerrancy
a. Vatican II (Dei Verbum ch. 3 § 11): “the books of scripture teach fully, faithfully, and without error that truth God wanted put into the sacred writings for the sake of our salvation.”
b. Not all assertions in the Bible are without error; what the Bible teaches without error is only “that truth God wanted put into the sacred writings for the sake of our salvation.” Most Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and mainline Protestants agree with this position (though fundamentalists, evangelicals, and Pentecostals do not).
c. Consequently, for the majority of Christians, it is not a problem that the Bible contains unimportant contradictions.
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