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A society’s understanding of its racial composition is to some extent based on nature, to some extent based on nurture. Onto a genetic base, a society constructs its racial divisions.

RACE IN AMERICA

The US census distinguishes between race and ethnicity. It asks respondents to “mark one or more races,” but it asks separately about ethnicity.

racial categories

Here are the racial categories, quoted from the US 2010 census (“Race and Ethnicity in the United States Census”):

White
Black or African American
American Indian or Alaska Native
Asian Indian
Chinese
Filipino
Other Asian . . . Hmong, Laotian, Thai, Pakistani, Cambodian, and so on
Japanese
Korean
Vietnamese
Native Hawaiian
Guamanian or Chamorro
Samoan
Other Pacific Islander . . . Fijian, Tongan, and so on
Some other race

ethnic categories

In addition to multiple races, the US census provides two ethnic categories:

Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin
Not Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin

Subdivisions within the category “Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin” are: Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano; Puerto Rican; Cuban; other (“for example, Argentinian, Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Spaniard, and so on”).

The Interagency Committee is debating whether to allow respondents to affirm both “Hispanic” etc. and “Not Hispanic” so that respondents do not have to choose between their parents’ ethnic backgrounds.

percentages

“The U.S. is now 57.8% white, 18.7% Hispanic, 12.4% Black and 6% Asian.” (Quarshie and Slack)
Whites “decreased by 8.6% since 2010 . . .” (Quarshie and Slack)

RACE IN BRAZIL

To demonstrate how racial divisions are socially constructed, contrast America’s racial and ethnic divisions with those recognized in Brazil in 2010 (“Race and Ethnicity in Brazil”).

whites (brancos)	47.7%
multiracial (pardos, “browns”)	43.1%
African (pretos, “blacks”)	7.6%
East Asians (amarelos, “yellows”)	1.1%
indigenous (indígenas)	0.4%

