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Jesus did not so much explicitly command monogamy as simply assume it. Consider Mark 10:2-12.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mark 10:2-12, “Some [Pharisees], testing him, asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” [Deut 24:1-4] 5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ [Gen 1:27] 7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ [Gen 2:24] So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.””

By citing Gen 1:27 and 2:24, Jesus implies monogamy: if a husband and wife are “one flesh,” then what would a man with two wives be? One and a half?

Perhaps also the ban on remarriage (not a ban on divorce, note, but a ban on remarriage) implied a bond so unitary as to be unbreakable by the inclusion of a third spouse. E.g., Luke 16:18: “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and whoever marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” (See also Matt 5:32; 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12; 1 Cor 7:10-17, 25-27, 39.)

At any rate, Jesus’ disciples and the earliest Christians assumed monogamy. There is no evidence of polygamy in the early Church.



By the time the early Church appeared, polygamy in Judaism had become rare. Even one wife takes a lot of money, and most Jews could not afford more than one.

Though polygamy continued as an option in Judaism, by the early 1000s it was dying. The central authority in Judaism (not an institution like the papacy, but a consensus among influential rabbis) had by that time passed to the rabbis of Germany. In 1028, Rabbi Gershom (d. 1028) caused three major changes in Judaism:

	1.	Christianity is not to be classed as abodah zarah (idolatry).
	2.	Polygamy is no longer permissible.
	3.	Wives cannot be divorced without their consent. (Sigal, Phillip. Judaism: The Evolution of a Faith. Rev. and ed. Lillian Sigal. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. 131)

