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One time I mentioned in a class that there were three major races: Caucasoid, Mongoloid, and Negroid. A hand shot up: “Sorry, sir, that’s wrong. We’re taught in biology that there is no such thing as race. It’s just a social construct.” To which I responded: “Imagine one person with blue eyes and one person with brown eyes. Which of the two is more likely to have straight hair, and which to have curly hair?”

One of the tendencies of critical race theory is the idea that races do not really exist. They are made-up, social constructs. But, while concepts of race have some a component, the opinion that races have no biological basis strikes me as intellectually dishonest. It’s what some people want to be true; therefore, they bend reality to fit the belief.

Races exist as statistical probabilities. E.g., it is statistically more probable that you will have curly hair if you are of Angolan extraction than if you are of Hawaiian extraction. It is statistically more probable that you will be tall and thin if you are of Maasai extraction than if you are of Inuit extraction. And so on.

The dividing lines between races may be socially constructed. If I remember correctly, the US census used to have these races: non-Hispanic white, Hispanic, black, Asian, native American, and South-Pacific Islander. I’ve heard that Brazil has more racial distinctions. But race does indeed exist in reality (extramentally): it exists as statistical distributions of characteristics in various populations.

Mona Charen, in Sex Matters, says that men and women think differently and have different intellectual as well as emotional capacities. If there are gender differences in cognitive abilities, why not racial?

I take solace in what my best friend in my twenties—a Mexican American—said to me: “Pretty soon everyone will look like me.”



I have come across a chapter in a book supporting my position; it’s the best thing I have read so far on the concept of race. Here is what David Reich says about his background:

When I started my first academic job in 2003, I bet my career on the idea that the history of mixture of West Africans and Europeans in the Americas would make it possible to find risk factors that contribute to health disparities for diseases like prostate cancer . . . To make such studies possible, I set up a molecular biology laboratory to identify mutations that differed in frequency between West Africans and Europeans. . . . To prove that these ideas worked in practice, we applied them to many traits, including prostate cancer, uterine fibroids, late-stage kidney disease, multiple sclerosis, low white blood cell count, and type 2 diabetes. (Reich 247-48)

What about diseases prevalent among Ashkenazi Jews (those of Central- and East-European descent)? According to the National Gaucher Foundation,

as many as one in three Ashkenazi Jews . . . are carriers for certain genetic diseases . . . five diseases are especially common among Ashkenazi Jews: Gaucher disease (1 in 10) . . . cystic fibrosis (1 in 24) . . . Tay-Sachs disease (1 in 27) . . . familial dysautonomia (1 in 31) . . . spinal muscular atrophy (1 in 41).



Everyone breathes in attitudes from their environments growing up.

Moral theology makes a distinction between concupiscence and willed acts. Concupiscence is the instantaneous reactions we have that incline us to do evil acts. (For example, if someone cuts me off on the highway, my instant reaction may be to want to catch up with that person and indicate my outrage.) Protestant moral theologians tend to say that we should feel guilty about concupiscent inclinations; Catholic moral theologians tend to say that we needn’t. Instead, the latter emphasize, it is what we choose to do about such inclinations, once we become aware of them, that we should feel responsible for. (I.e., we must will something to be responsible for it.)

I think a similar distinction applies to the racism in our environments that we and everyone else imbibe as children. We may not be responsible for the racist inclinations we absorb; but we are responsible for what we do with them, once we become aware of their existence.

